LEN Editorial for Broadcast Film & Video – Issue July 2017.
Maximising Engineer’s Safety and Signal Stability.
Aside from protecting expensive and essential equipment from damage, two of the most critical concerns of an Outside Broadcast Unit Manager are the safety of their team and the quality of their broadcast feeds. Whilst these two topics may at first glance appear unrelated, wherever, as is often the case, a video feed is derived from two or more pieces of equipment, differing potentials of the equipment’s grounds may increase the risk of both signal distortion, whilst under certain circumstances a voltage difference may also lead to an electric shock.

LEN, a leading provider of signal enhancement products, designs and manufactures a broad range of galvanic ground isolators for 3G/HD/SD SDI video use at their base in Crewe, England. A popular choice with Broadcast Engineers, these products provide full galvanic isolation of signal and ground paths, but also outperform broadband transformers for SDI signals, as they ensure that there is no distortion of the signal, by permitting the full bandwidth of the SDI signal to pass, whilst offering input and output impedance of 75 ohms and return loss better than 20dB

LEN’s Galvanic Isolator range includes models in encapsulated enclosures suitable for rack mounting within an accessory panel and inline 'barrels', more suitable for in-line / portable applications or tailboard mounting, for incoming external feeds.

In addition to widespread use in the broadcast industry, models from LEN’s range of Galvanic Isolators are also specified by members of the medical, security and defence communities, to support the safe operation of a broad range of essential and highly complex equipment. For example the imaging equipment in your local hospital  legally requires protection for breakdown voltages of up to 4Kv, whilst demanding video feeds of the highest quality.

Whether you are televising a summer festival, bringing tennis to the masses or working with medical grade applications, LEN’s range of Galvanic Isolators provide can provide a cost effective, passive solution 
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